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T h e  Pea t  Indus t ry .  C .C .  OSBON. (U. S. Geological Survey) .  
- - T h e  peat industry in the United States was prosperous in I917, 
for  the quantity of peat Sold exceeded that in any preceding year. 
The peat sold in 19I 7 amounted to 97,363 short tons, a quantity 
greater by 44,857 tons, or  about 85 per cent., than that sold in 
1916, and by 42,220 tons, or nearly 77 per cent., than the record 
annual sales, 55,I43 tons, established in I91I.  

The average price received for  peat in I917 at the point of con- 
sumption was a little more than $7.29 a ton, and the gross market  
value of the output was $709,900, a gain over I916 of 26 cents in 
average price per ton, and of $340,796, or about 92 per cent., in 
market  value. 

The total number of plants producing peat in the United States 
in 1917 was 18, an increase of 5 over 1916. All the producers oper- 
ating in 1916 except two contributed to the output in 1917, and seven 
companies that were not represented in that year reported commer-  
cial production. Many new companies were organized in I9I  7 that 
did not complete their plants in time to contribute to the year 's  out- 
put. The plants known to be at work in 1917 were distributed a s  
follows : California, 2 ; Florida, 2 ; Illinois, 2 ; Indiana, I ; Massachu- 
setts, I ;  New Jersey, 5; New York,  3; Pennsylvania, I ;  and 
Virginia, I. 

All the producers reported that the demand for  peat exceeded 
the supply, and some stated that, on account of railroad embargoes 
and the scarcity of labor, they were unable to meet the demands of 
their regular customers. Improvements  designed to increase pro- 
duction in 1918 were made to substantially all the peat plants oper- 
ated in 1917 . 


